Notes: Global ForcesThe United Nations
The United Nations evolved out of the war time meetings between Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill. 
Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt meet in Yalta
The Yalta Conference a brief history
The leaders wanted to create an organization that would help in the rehabilitation of war torn countries and maintain security and peace for the world in the future.
In 1942 the 26 nations at war with the Axis powers signed the Washington Pact which would become the basis fort future discussions regarding a global security organization.
The original plan for the international body was proposed by the Americans in Washington, DC, September 1944, 
Roosevelt envisioned the “Four Policemen” concept where the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and China would be the primary voices in managing global affairs; The Big Four would dominate a security council in the new international organization.
All other nations would be invited to participate in a General Assembly.
Originally the Soviet Union demanded 15 seats in such an assembly, however at Yalta in Feb of 1945, Stalin agreed to settle for 3  and to admit France as a permanent member of the Security Council.


Questions/Main ideas:
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Questions/Main ideas:The UN and Major Powers
Before a proposal was presented to the other nations for adoption at San Francisco in April, 1945, the major powers had to agree on the basic structure.
This meant that the super powers could  present a united front against attempts by other nations to change the framework of the proposed council.
Positions of primacy were guaranteed the major powers by virtue of veto power in the proposed Security Council.
Without this primacy, the UN would probably not have come into being, for both the Soviet Union and the United States demanded protection of their sovereign interests.
The Charter of the United Nations was signed by 50 nations on June 26th, 1945.
Poland later signed on as the 51st country before the Charted became effective on October 24th, 1945.
In 1946, the final meeting of the old League of Nations was held for the purpose of dissolution.
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Questions/Main ideas:Differences between the UN and the League of Nations
The U.N.’s concern with economic and social problems gave it a broader mandate than the League of Nation’s.
One of the primary differences between the League of Nations and the United Nations was that the UN the involvement of the new global superpowers the USA and the  USSR. The League was crippled by the American refusal to join and the expulsion of the USSR in 1939.
However, only when the superpowers agreed, could the UN function effectively.
The desire of major powers to pursue their own national, political, economic, and ideological interests became a major stumbling block to effective UN action, and as the USA and the USSR were ultimately ideologically diametrically opposed in their political philosophies,  this was problematic
The first sessions of the UN were held in London, Paris, and New York. Ultimately New York was chosen as the UN’s permanent headquarters.
The first years were frustrating as the new organization attempted to find a role in global affairs.
Items on the initial agenda of the UN included disarmament, control of atomic power, displaced persons of WWII, denial of Spain to the UN because of it’s history of fascism (admitted in ‘55) and the recognition of Israel as a nation-state in 1948
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Questions/Main ideas:Difficulties faced by the UN
The sovereign members of the United Nations agreed to safeguard the peace by non-violent means. The Charter forbids interference in the domestic affairs of any nation.
No action of the United Nations binds any of its members against their will and therefore many of its objectives remain beyond reach. The division of Europe into two major spheres of influence at the end of the war underscored the preference of the major powers for settling differences between themselves rather than through an international forum. The principle of non-interference in domestic affairs effectively restricts the enforcement of the Universal declaration of Human Rights in authoritarian and totalitarian states.
Despite these issues, the UN remains a valuable forum for international discussion and mediation as well as a means of promoting the improvement of living standards throughout the world.
The Security Council
The work of the UN is divided into six principle organs in addition to other specialized agencies and commissions. The most powerful organ of the UN is the Security Council . This is reflected in the membership of the council which includes; the United States, Russia, Great Britain, France, and China as  the only permanent members
Initially 6 but now 10 non-permanent members are elected the General Assembly for 2-year terms.  This is meant to give the world’s less powerful countries a voice in international issues.
The seats are meant to represent the world’s geographic regions:
5 seats to Africa and Asian nations
2 to Latin America,
1 for Eastern Europe, 
2 for Western Europe and
 other states.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Security Council
The council rotates monthly by alphabetical order of the members. The council’s responsibility is to maintain peace and security, and therefore the council has the power to determine the course of action to be taken in the resolution of international disputes. Any measure brought before the council may be vetoed by any one or more of the five permanent members. The major powers see this as their safeguard against the combined vote of smaller and less powerful states. Any resolutions before the Security Council must receive nine affirmative votes, including all five permanent members’. 
From 1946-1964, the Soviet Union exercised its veto power 103 times
The UN: The Security Council and The Veto
From 1946-1964, the Soviet Union exercised it’s veto power 103 times. Great Britain 4 times. France 3 times. Nationalist China once. In 1970 the US vetoed against the resolution that would have cut off communications with Rhodesia, and Throughout the 70’s the US used the veto about twice a year. All recommendations made by the Council are binding on member nations. However because of the nature of the veto, the UN has been unable to act in any conflict which involves the interests of the superpowers of the Security Council. The US and the USSR more often engaged in bilateral negotiations when they attempted to reach amicable agreements. In an effort to avoid public confrontation, the superpowers tempered their use of the veto during the 1980’s. In the era of cooperation between Russia and the USA since the end of the Cold War, resolutions that in the past would have resulted in a veto are now agreed to or dismissed beforehand. This significantly reduces the instances in need of a veto.
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Questions/Main ideas:General Assembly
All 191 member nations are represented in the General Assembly. Each nation may send 5 delegates and 5 alternate delegates but each nation only gets one vote. The General Assembly has almost universal membership. This is a relatively recent occurrence and the influx of new members has shifted the direction of the UN. Because of the concept of national equality within the General Assembly and because of the concept of “one state, one vote,” the General Assembly is more often dominated by the views of the non-industrialized nations. The initial focus of the General Assembly was changed in 1950 with the “Uniting for Peace” resolution. This resolution gives the General Assembly the power to act with a 2/3 majority in matters of peacekeeping when the Security council  has failed to act. The General Assembly can debate and initiate any action it deems necessary. However, it can only recommend, not mandate. Unlike Security Council recommendations the General Assembly can be ignored by nation states without fear of punishment.
The weakness of the UN
The weakness of the UN as a federation of nation-states, is in its inability to enforce its decisions in any way except through cooperation and goodwill. 
Unless of course the Security Council can reach an agreement regarding involvement, the UN has no real military power to enforce the resolutions it passes inside the General Assembly.
The effective use of the Assembly as a world forum to discuss matters of global interest has had some positive results.
 It has been the practice since the 60’s of holding international conferences on a wide range of globally significant issues
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Questions/Main ideas:The general assembly: how it operates, and who pays for it
The General Assembly session opens on the 3rd Tuesday of September each year.
It’s working languages include; English, Russian, French, Chinese, Spanish and Arabic.
In the case of an emergency nine members of the Council or a simple majority of the members of the Assembly can call for a special session within 24 hours.
The General Assembly also supervises the activities of the agencies and commissions of the UN. 
This expansion of programs is expensive and has brought the UN to the edge of bankruptcy more than once.
Initially nations were supposed to pay an assessed percentage of their GNP to support the UN depending on their ability to pay.
The US agreed to pay 39.89 % of the organizations initial budget, until the remaining member states had recovered from WWII.
This was supposed to be reduced to 25% after they recovered from the war.
Today, the 10 largest nations contribute most of the UN’s operating costs. However they only hold 7% of the votes, while over 70 nations contributing less than.01 % of their GNP hold majority voting power (In the General Assembly) 
The US pays 25% of the UN budget
Japan pays 12%
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Questions/Main ideas:The problems associated with who pays the cost of the UN
This disproportionate distribution of the price associated with the UN presents a two fold problem. 
Many member nations in the UN fear American domination of the organization. The US resents not having dominance when it is footing the bill. It has been suggested that the payment formula be altered to one which is based on the GNP per head with a max of 4%of the UN budget per state. This would require that no one country would have to give more than  $40 million US a year and would move some of the financial burden of the UN to small wealthy states which are sometimes in need of UN protection. Kuwait and South Korea are examples of small UN nations where considerable expense has been born by the UN in their defence. The UN has also attempted to use fundraising campaigns (like the UNICEF Halloween campaign) to raise funds for specific UN agencies. The sale of bonds to the private sector has also had some limited success.
Origins of the cost associated with the UN
Most of the costs incurred by the UN are the result of military peacekeeping missions. UN operations in Korea 1950-53 ($200 million)  a thank you for United Nations involvement in Korean War. UN operations in Congo 1960-64($400 million). Are examples of the massive cost associated with peacekeeping missions
These costs do not include the salaries and equipment costs borne by those states whose soldiers were involved. The Soviet bloc refused to pay for Korea on the grounds that it was a domestic matter outside the UN mandate and was not a Council activity but one fostered by the Assembly which could not allocate costs. Latin American countries have suggested that the burden of peacekeeping be carried by the permanent members of the Council as they have the real power and responsibility to maintain would peace.
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Questions/Main ideas:Who pays for the UN continued
In 1962 the International court of Justice ruled that peacekeeping costs were legitimate charges for all members of the UN and must be paid or the nation in question risked expulsion
By 1964 , both France and the USSR were in danger of losing their seats in the Assembly because of failure to pay their debt to the UN
The USSR threatened to withdraw if it was pressed to pay
During this session the UN did business by informal agreements, as no official votes were taken, ultimately they let it drop. 
Since then, members have been assessed their share of UN operating costs although in the case of Cyprus, peacekeeping costs were born by the governments involved
Other money raising ideas have included a tax on international mail or waterways, a fee for all UN services, a resource tax on mining the ocean or Antarctica and a tax on space and international travel
The costs associated with the UN continue to be a major problem with its potential to act as a truly global and representative body
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Questions/Main ideas:The UN and International Law
The UN charter has become the basis for international law. 
Developing international rules poses unique problems as they must both meet the needs of a changing world and respect the different needs of member nation states.
These goals for these laws include economic and environmental issues, since the UN has recognized the interdependence of nation states. 
Examples of this include the Law of the Sea and the Treaty Governing the Use of Outer Space
Conventions began in 1958 to agree on ocean access and ownership of sea resources. 
In 1982a vote in the General Assembly established a 320km “exclusive economic zone” for coastal nations, in addition to sovereignty over ocean resources for 560km. Landlocked nations were to have access to oceans and a share of surplus resources. 
They also began to address the issue of pollution
In 1967 the Treaty of Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space was made law. 
This prohibited the placement of nuclear weapons into space 
As was any military activity on the moon or any other planet.
This treaty was considered necessary for the preservation of mankind
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Questions/Main ideas:The Secretariat
An administrative cadre of international civil servants numbering in the thousands comprises the Secretariat, which manages the day-to-day business of the UN. At the head of the Secretariat is the Secretary-General, they are nominated by the Security Council and appointed by the General Assembly.  They act as the chief administrator of the UN and have the power to set agendas and call meetings, as well as give advice and try to solve problems (within the aforementioned restrictions) 
The Secretariat is responsible to the Security Council and the General Assembly, as well as for gathering information, disseminating it and monitoring the work of the agencies and commissions of the UN
The Secretariat has also become involved in the planning and support of a number of Unsponsored conferences on issues like the use of outer space, the law of the sea, human habitat, the environment and technical development
The economic and social council
The Economic and Social Council is dedicated to improving the global standard of living. The council has 27 member nations. Each year the General Assembly elects nine members to serve for 3 year periods. Each member has a vote, and decisions are made by majority. The question of social equality has become a serious issue for the UN  in recent years and was a major consideration in the adoption of the UN’s Universal declaration of Human Rights.
The Economic and Social Council gathers and distributes information and administers commissions of the agencies programs. It also cooperates with other global organizations like the Red Cross and labour unions, in the promotion of human welfare. The Council planned and sponsored the first and Second Development Decades,  to improve conditions in the developing nations of the world
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Questions/Main ideas:International Court of Justice
Located in the Hague, The International Court of Justice  is the principal judicial branch of the UN. Unlike its predecessor The Permanent court of International Justice the International Court of Justice is a part of the UN Charter. Therefore, it has the status of being a part of the treaty that is the “"constitution" of the UN. 
It has 15 Judges elected by the Council and Assembly to 9 year terms. 
Judges can not be from the same nation
Judges are to represent the major legal systems of the world, and decisions are achieved by majority vote.
In special cases, judges can be appointed by a nation whose legal codes are not represented, these Judges have full voting rights in the cases in question.
The International Court of Justice cont.
Only nation-states can bring cases to                                                  the International Court of Justice
Distrust of the Court itself and of the                                        UN as a whole has stopped attempts                                            to make the arbitration of disputes                                     between nations compulsory.
Appearance at the court is voluntary,                                     and its decision are not binding unless                                           a mutual agreement is reached. 
No serious dispute has been referred to the Court: nations prefer other means of settling their problems
The Court has the power to give advice on matters of international law and can rule on interpretations of the UN Charter
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Questions/Main ideas:The Trusteeship Council
The Trusteeship Council was designed to administer territories that were not self-governing at the end of WWII.
Some of the territories were former League of Nations mandates and some were colonies of Japan and Italy, some territories voluntarily placed themselves in trust.
The Trust powers were to ensure the political, social, economic, and educational well-being of the inhabitants of these non-self-governing territories.
In 1950, there were still 11 trust territories, all but Somaliland former mandates.
The territory of the Pacific Islands was declared a strategic region under American administration.
South West Africa was held by the Union of South Africa with the intent of annexation
In 1990 S.W. Africa obtained independence and became Namibia.
The end of the trusteeship council
When Palau, the last remaining trust territory became an independent state in October 1994, the work of the Trusteeship Council was done.
The council ceased to exist, consideration is being given, however, to transferring its mandate to environmental issues or to provide assistance to those states that cannot function effectively because of civil disputes.
The 5 permanent members of the Security Council make up the Trusteeship Council which meets occasionally as meetings require
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Questions/Main ideas:The UN and Peacekeeping
One of the major objectives of the UN is to maintain world peace through collective security.
One of the Security Council’s jobs it to debate breaches of the peace and decide what action should be taken against the aggressors. Reaching agreement over these issues is not always easy or even possible with the interests of 191 nations involved.
Although the UN has had success in dealing with less powerful nations, it can do little when conflicts involving major powers erupts.
The ideological division between the major powers left the Security Council powerless to deal with Soviet aggression in eastern Europe after WWII
The Arab-Israeli dispute between 1967 and 1970
or with major-power involvement in Vietnam and Afghanistan.
However, in 1990, the Security Council protested Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and authorized the use of force when economic sanctions and diplomacy appeared to have failed
Korea: 1950-1953
The UN had just gotten over the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 when it was confronted with emergent problems in Korea
The Korean war (1950-1953) was to test the willingness of the UN to deal effectively with armed aggression in Korea.
Unlike the League which failed because of its unwillingness to take military action the UN was determined to take action
In the absence of the Soviet representative the Security Council approved collective security measures and approved the formation of a multinational army to end the fighting in Korea.
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Questions/Main ideas:The causes of the Korean war
The Korean peninsula was divided at the 38th parallel in 1945 as a result of an agreement between the USA and the USSR. After the surrendered of the Japanese the two super powers agreed that USA was to occupy the south while the USSR was to occupy the north, until provisions for establishing a permanent government for the whole country were worked out. When negotiations for uniting the country could not be reached in 1947, the US passed the matter to the UN. The General Assembly passed a resolution providing for elections for a national assembly, to be conducted under United Nations supervision. When the UN was refused to enter North Korea they carried out elections in the south. In response, the Soviets installed a rival government in the north. By 1949, the superpowers had withdrawn their forces and both governments were left; Each claimed sovereignty over the entire country (uh-oh).
[image: ]
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Questions/Main ideas:The Korean war
On June 25th 1950, North Korea mounted a full-scale invasion of South Korea, capturing its capital, Seoul, in the first days of the war. The Security Council declared the attack a breach of the peace and called for a halt to hostilities, and requested that member nations come to the aid of the Republic of S. Korea. The UN authorized the Americans to lead in the assist of the Republic of South Korea in repelling the attack. This gave a UN mandate to a military action that would have taken place anyway. Before the UN resolutions were passed, President Truman had already authorized American military intervention in Korea. Had the Soviet delegate been present at the Security Council when they voted on involvement it is almost certain that he would have used his veto. However the Soviet Union was boycotting the UN in protest of the recognition of Nationalist China ( under the leadership of Jiang  Jieshi) over Communist China (Mao). According to the rules of the Security Council their absence did not constitute a veto.
UN involvement in Korea was not exactly a model of collective security. The US supplied the majority of military personal and equipment. 
Only 15 other states sent military forces of any size (Canada was one of them) 40 other nations sent medical and funding.
During the next year, all of Korea became a battleground.
After the UN halted the initial invasion and pushed the North Koreans back to the 38th parallel, the objective became the reunification of Korea and the defeat of North Korea.
Under General MacArthur the UN forces pushed up to the Yalu River (separating Korea from China)As the Americans drove the North Koreans closer to China
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Questions/Main ideas:The Korean war and communist china
Early 1950 The UN forces made contact with Chinese volunteer forces. The new People’s Republic of china viewed the American presence (200km from Beijing) with concern and wanted to keep the Americans as far from their borders a possible. The Chinese believed the Americans intended to move Korea to overthrow Mao Zedong, and reinstate ally Jiang Jieshi. The Chinese were determined to keep American forces as far away from Communist China as possible. Chinese forces drove the UN back and Seoul was taken for the second time in 6 months. It wasn’t until the new year that UN forces had sufficient strength to drive the Chinese back to the 38th parallel. Firing General MacArthur. In January 1951, China rejected a proposal for a cease-fire and was branded an aggressor. In May, the UN asked all member states to place an embargo on arms, war materiel, petroleum and transportation items being sent to China or North Korea. A demilitarized zone was finally agreed to in 1953
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Questions/Main ideas:The End of the Korean War
In February, 1954, foreign ministers of France, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and the United States met in Geneva to settle the Korean and Indo-China questions.
No agreement on Korea was reached and the status quo remains to this day with hostile forces on each side of the demilitarized zone.
The war demonstrated the difficulties of conduction collective-security operations. 
Small contingents from a handful of member states made it look like the UN was carrying out an operation that was really being carried out by the United States and South Korea.
The cost of the operation came close to bankrupting the UN 
The Soviet Bloc refused to pay stating that the war was an Assembly decision and therefore not binding.
The UN action in Korea did not end in unification, but North Korea was pushed back behind the 38th parallel once more
A precedent had been set when the Assembly took over from a deadlocked Security Council.
The United Nations had also demonstrated its willingness to take action. 
It also clarified how difficult reaching a consensus between the Eastern Bloc countries (Warsaw Pact) and Western Bloc countries (NATO) was going to be under the auspices of the UN
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Questions/Main ideas:The Suez canal crisis: 1956-1967
The conflict in Korea left the UN with a desire to limit military involvement to a peacekeeping, rather than an active role.
The first opportunity for the UN to exercise a peacekeeping role occurred in 1956 when Israeli, French, and British forces invaded the Suez Canal Zone.
Suez Canal Crisis
The Suez Canal had primarily been a joint British and French project
They had paid for the construction of the canal and it had been in the possession of foreign nations since its construction
Egypt nationalized the canal without compensation or agreement 
With the cooperation of the British and French , Israel invaded.
As planned French and British intervened to “protect the crucial waterway.”
The Egyptians began to sink ships in the canal and deny its use to the invaders.
French and British veto votes halted attempts by the Security Council to resolve the dispute.
The General Assembly was forced to take on the matter and on November 2nd, called for a halt to hostilities and a withdrawal of forces from the area.
The French and British agreed provided a UN force would be stationed in the area to see to the re-opening of the canal.
On November 4th, Lester Pearson (future Canadian PM) introduced a resolution calling for the establishment of an emergency force (UNEF).
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Questions/Main ideas:The Suez canal crisis 1956-1967:Conflict in the middle east
The first Peacekeepers arrived in Egypt by mid November. Israel refused permission for United Nations forces to enter Israeli territory. A force of 6000 peacekeepers drawn from member states was stationed in the area and continued to patrol the border of Israel and Egypt for the next 10 years. On May 18th, 1967, after a battle between Syrian and Israeli troops on the Golan Heights the Egyptians asked the UN to withdraw Secretary General U Thant gave his approval. On June 5th, war broke out between Israel and the surrounding Arab states. 9 UN soldiers were killed by Israeli gunfire during an artillery attack, they were among the last UN forces to pull out of the area. On June 6tth the Security Council adopted a cease-fire resolution that attached no blame for the war or conditions for peace. A second UN force was sent in 1973 when hostilities resumed, it also failed to reach a peaceful resolution. The UN would remain unable to resolve the issue of the Middle East
The Congo: 1960-1964
Brief background of the history of the Congo Crisis in Congo News. Of all of the  missions one of the largest and most controversial. The size of the UN force approached 20,000. Most of the UN forces were drawn from neighbouring African states.
At one point, the UN was involved in aggressive action. The UN was even briefly in charge of governing the Congo. The non-interventionist policy of peacekeeping was tested by hostile governments, and multinational corporations intent on securing mineral wealth in the province of History of the Congo. The Belgian Congo was granted independence, July 1st, 1960. However no provisions had been made for the Congolese people to become independent Crash course
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Questions/Main ideas:The Congo 1960-1964:The effects of independence 
There were only 30 Congolese University graduates out of the 14 million people in the total population
Just 5 days after independence, the Congolese army mutinied, and Belgian troops intervened to restore order
On July 11th President Tshombe of Katanga                                                               announced Katanga’s independence from the Congo
On July 14th, the Security Council called for Belgium to withdrawal its troops and a UN force was sent in to help restore order.
Within a month, 14000  UN troops had landed in the Congo
The UN force’s role was to restore law and order, protect property and lives, and transform the Congolese army into a reliable instrument.
The Congo 1960-1964:
The Congo would remain unstable for the next four years
Between Sept. 1960 and August ’61 there was no single government in the country.
The Congolese army took Leopoldville and was largely recognized by the UN as the legitimate government of the Congo.
Gizenga controlled the Orientale Province and the city of Stanleyville with the aid of the Soviets
Tshombe claimed Katanga and was supported by mercenaries , Belgium and multinational corporations.
Albert Kalonji sought autonomy for the province of Kasi
The Congo was in chaos
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Questions/Main ideas:Chaos in the Congo
Fighting broke out between Tshombe’s  mercenaries, who supported the interests of Belgium and multinational corporations in the Katanga province, and the UN force in 1961. While on his way to meet with Tshombe, the UN Secretary- General (Dag Hammarskjold) was killed in a plane crash. In November after a variety of incidents , the acting Secretary-General  was given permission to use military force in order to capture and expel all mercenaries from the region. The UN force was withdrawn in June, 1964 but assistance in the form of technical aid and training programs continued. While political upheavals continued, the UN can be credited with a major contribution to stability in the area. The $400 million cost of the operation, however, created a crisis for the UN
Rwanda: Roots of the problem 
James Gasana , Minister of Agriculture and Environment in Rwanda from 1990-92  warned as early as 1991 that the pressure from the rapidly growing population would out pace food production soon. He analyzed the history of the country from 1950 on and came to the conclusion that rapid population growth and land degradation were tied to political power struggles resulting from unequal access to resources which led to famine. Until 1959 The minority ethnic group the Tutsi held most of the arable (farmable) land as well as the majority of influential positions in Rwanda. In 1959 the Hutu peasants revolted and started a program of land redistribution.
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Questions/Main ideas:Rwanda: Roots of the problem continued 
This started a population explosion resulting in Rwanda becoming the most densely populated country in Africa
However the land held by peasants became smaller with each generation
Increased demand for fuel led to deforestation 
All of this land degradation led to a shortage in the food supply 
In the 1980’s when the world coffee prices collapsed , the economy became even worse.
Increased demand for fuel led to deforestation 
Improper farming techniques forced upon the peasant farmers because of ever shrinking amounts of arable land began to have serious environmental impacts
Massive soil erosion resulted
All of this land degradation led to a shortage in the food supply
With the collapsed of world coffee prices , the economic situation in Rwanda became even more dire.
Unemployment reached 30% in the early 90’s
Gasana clams that although the peasants and the rulers were Hutu, the poor peasants ( mainly Hutu) in the south resented the rich in the north(often Tutsi and moderate Hutus).
As the Elite (often Tutsi) landholdings grew through the 80’s the land available to the peasants (primarily Hutus) became ever smaller and less arable. This only made pre-existing anger and bitterness worse, ultimately this anger would explode. 
The resulting horror would become one of the most shameful episodes of global indifference in modern history
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Questions/Main ideas:Rwanda 1994-1999
When Rwanda gained its independence in 1962, the minority Tutsi began seeking refuge in neighbouring states because of the violent seizure of power by the majority Hutu. By the 1990’s, half of the Tutsi had sought homes in countries bordering Rwanda, and launched raids on the border to attempt to destabilize the Hutu government. In October, 1990, the Rwandan Patriotic Front in Uganda, mounted an attack on northeast Rwanda, hoping to force a solution to the refugee problem. As a result, the Hutu government collapsed and in 1993, the right of the Tutsi refugees to return home was negotiated. Radicals on both sides then started a civil war that displaced about a million people. When the Rwandan president ( Juvenal Habyarimana) was killed in a plane crash, (April 6, 1994) a horrific killing spree followed. Estimates suggest that  as many as 800 000  to 1 million Tutsi’s and moderate Hutu’s were killed and 300 000 children orphaned. Due to the massacre approximately a quarter of a million refugees fled to Tanzania. This was followed by another 800 000  (mostly moderate Hutus) fleeing to Zaire. This exodus was designed to leave the advancing Hutu forces a depopulated countryside to take. Relief agencies were unequal to provide for the massive influx of refugees and the UN sent monitors into the refugee camps with a force of 1500 soldiers from Zaire to police them. Due to continuing issues in Rwanda it was extremely difficult to repatriate the refugees. However by 1999 a resettlement program had begun to set up villages for the Hutu majority. This has faced some criticism with claims of social engineering , however the government insists that it is an attempt to free-up agricultural land and provide basic amenities. The economy still seems to be dominated by the Tutsi elite. Although there is a civil service and a system of tax collection recently the government has again come under attack for undemocratic actions
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Questions/Main ideas:Somalia 1991-1994
In January 1991, rebel forces captured Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia.
Civil war raged for months and resulted in 1/6th of the countries  6 million people being killed.
The UN sent in aid teams to feed and care for starving civilians, but when UN aid personnel were killed, the Americans acted to protect the UN workers. On December 21st, 28,000 American troops were sent in to stabilize the situation.
At first greeted as liberators, they were later drawn into clan rivalries and were perceived as having taking sides. When American troops were ambushed and killed, the USA decided to leave Somalia.
The withdrawal of troops was completed on April 12th, 1994. Canada also played an inglorious role in the Somalia crisis, resulting in the murder of a Somali youth by members of the Canadian military leading to an international scandal.
International economic cooperation 
Global independence has resulted in the growth of international economic organizations outside the UN. After WWI, the economically crippled Triple Alliance was not allowed to participate in international trade until reparations were paid.
Protective tariffs and worldwide Depression compounded the economic difficulties. The collapse of international economic order allowed people like Hitler and Mussolini to be brought to power by promoting war to gain what peace had denied their people. Part of the goal for the UN was to develop economic plans for reconstruction after WWII  aimed at preventing the re-occurrence of such events by reconstructing the world’s economic and financial systems, to insure that a global economic disaster like the one that followed WWI did not reoccur.
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Questions/Main ideas:The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
In 1944, the IMF was established at a meeting of 44 allied nations at Bretton Woods in New Hampshire, to provide stability among the world’s currencies. The purpose of the IMF was to re-stabilize exchange rates that had been disrupted when nations left the gold standard in the 1930’s. A modified system of fixed exchange rates was established , with the US dollar as the world’s principal reserve currency. Exchange rates would be calculated according to the par values of currency in effect at the opening of the Bretton Woods conference. The IMF consisted of a pool of currencies that member nations could draw upon to remedy balance-of-payment difficulties,                                                 without having to devalue their currencies                    or impose exchange controls. The fund proved successful in stabilizing international exchange, and allowing for the extension of international trade with little concern for currency exchange.
The exclusion of the Soviet exasperated the economic isolation of the USSR.
The world bank
The Bretton Woods meeting resulted in a second financial plan, the creation of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development aka the World Bank. The bank was to make a pool of credit available to countries which might not have sound credit ratings at the moment but whose futures were promising. If a private institution issued a loan, the bank would guarantee repayment. Its purpose was to encourage reconstruction and enhance the development of international trade. Since the USA contributed 1/3 of the seed money to the bank, it held 1/3 of its decision making power. Both the IMF and World Bank were located in Washington so they would be dominated by American policies and personalities. This gave the US a tremendous amount of power in the emerging post war world.
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Questions/Main ideas:The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
After WWII, it was recognized that an organization to promote and regulate trade was essential.
National representatives agreed on a treaty on tariffs that would later take shape as a permanent international organization. The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, signed in 1947, was a legally binding code of conduct, agreed to by its members, to increase trade between nations. Opposed to domestic subsidies as providing an unfair advantage, GATT agreements have in some areas accomplished a major reduction in tariffs, from 60% to less than 5%. GATT constantly monitors trading practices and disciplines nations found guilty of protectionist practices.
The European common market 
In the 1960’s, the European Common Market and Japan provided competition for American goods and dislocated America’s predominance in world markets. New blocs have been particularly sensitive to protecting their textiles and farm produce through subsidies. Such a policy protects inefficient European producers from competition and leads to overproduction, the European steel producers are also subsidized. The US has responded to this with quotas and banning some imports. After 1971, the dramatic increase in energy costs, (due to the actions of OPEC) led to a frenzied  demand for a return to protective tariffs. In the 1980’s, a stagnation in the world markets was brought about by a tremendous increase in productive capacity.
“Dumping” of surplus goods in non-industrial nations became common, and resulted in the raising of protective tariffs by non-industrial nations to save their own economies. The free trade system devised at the end of WWII was no longer was no longer working, as industrial production outstripped market demands.
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Questions/Main ideas:North American Free Trade Act
The impetus toward free trade was reversed.
One example of this was the decision by                                                                members of the European Union, not to                                                                                buy from foreign producers until all similar                                                      products within the EU had been purchased.
Most industrial nations opened branch plants                                                   in the EU to try to get in the back door.
The North American Free Trade Agreement                                                        (NAFTA) was formed between Canada, USA, and Mexico in response to the EU.
Foreign interests established branch plants in North America, too, under licence to the parent firm.
They created employment in exchange for getting around tariff barriers.
The increasingly global nature of large corporations and industrial enterprise render economic nationalism obsolete.
Currencies
In addition to international trade, economic interdependence involves the exchange of national currencies. The international money market remained stable until the reconstruction of Germany and Japan was complete in the 1960’s. By 1971, continuing and growing deficits caused grave concern for the American government. The Americans, who had borne a major part of the costs of defending and rebuilding Europe, now demanded that the franc, mark, and yen be revalued upward in order to reduce the imbalance. This revaluation would cause goods from France, West Germany, and Japan to be relatively more expensive for American consumers, creating less demand and a lower balance-of-payments deficit. French president Charles de Gaulle made a bid to cripple the USA financially through redemption of American dollars in gold. US president Richard Nixon took the US off the gold standard and devalued the American currency.
Nations holding American currency suffered heavy financial losses
Since then exchange rates have been permitted to fluctuate more or less naturally
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Questions/Main ideas:The World Trade Organization 
In 1995, the WTO succeeded the GATT. With a larger membership than the GATT, the WTO also has a broader scope. The WTO applies to trade in goods and also includes services and intellectual property. It determines how governments deal with domestic trade legislation and regulations and provides collective debate, negotiation, and adjudication for international trade relations.
The UN in the 1990s
In the face of signs of increased cooperation between the USSR and the USA, hope increased that the UN would begin to play a larger role on the international scene. Through a serious of resolutions, the UN authorized first sanctions, then armed intervention against the Iraqi forces that had occupied Kuwait. Once formal hostilities ceased, the UN established a peacekeeping force along the Iraq-Kuwait border. The UN Charter established the provision that the international community would intervene in the interests of collective security when conflict between nation-states threatened the peace and security of the world. However, UN involvement in Iraq was done for humanitarian reasons. Due to human rights violations by the government of Iraq.
By 1996 the majority of UN actions were to support human rights within nations involved in civil unrest (Somalia, Bosnia, Rwanda, Iraq)
The future of the UN
The UN faces a difficult future. The organization turned 50 no 24, Oct.1995. With the Cold War over the hopes of a more effective UN began to develop
However between 1989 and 1992 there were 89 armed conflicts (all but three civil disputes, resulting from politics, economic disparity, ethnic hatreds or a combination of the three). Between 1994 and 95 the UN sent 18 peacekeeping missions in response to international conflicts. In the newly emerging political world of the new millennium it remains to be seen what the role of the UN will be. 
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