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Civilians and the War Effort

Wartime shortages led to Canada’s first organized
recycling programs.

Community groups collected aluminum, steel, and

‘copper items to be turned into aircrafts, tanks, and

guns.

-Families dug up their lawns and planted victory

gardens to grow food for their tables.

~Canadians lent the government money through  Te seys ssier
Victory Bonds, just like WWI. The war helped ~ %% = erme
Canada's economy

Unemployment vanished

~people joined the armed forces and worked in
weapon and munitions factories.
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The War at Home:
The Conscription Crisis

Prime er Mackenzie King had promised that there
‘would be no conscription, However, as the fighting grew
heavier, there were demands to send more soldiers overseas
King’s government developed the National Resources
Mobilization Act (NRMA)

ct gave the government speci
ize all the resources in the na
The hiring of men in many position: n employment
was effectively banned through measures taken under the
National Resources Mobilization Act.

The first Unemployment Insurance program
was introduced in Canada in 1940

emergency powers to
n to defeat the enemy.

William Mackenzie Kingvoting in the plebiscite on
the introduction of conscriptionfor overseas

military service -—)
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The War at Home:
The Conscription Crisis (cont.)

* King made the government stance “Not
necessarily conscription but conscription if
necessary”

* By 1944, losses were so high, King reluctantly
passed conscription and sent 12,000 soldiers
overseas.
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Total War

C.D. Howe created crown corporations: State-owned
corporations established by law, owned by the sovereign and
overseen by parliament and cabinet.

Examples of federal Crown corporations include the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, Canada Post, Canadian National,
and Via Rail.

Ministers of the Crown often control the shares in such public
corporations, while parliament both sets out the laws that
create and bind Crown corporations.

Farmers were told to produce more wheat, beef, dairy, and
other foods

The Government ran telephone companies, refined fuel, stockpiled
silk for parachutes, mined uranium and controlled food production.
Policy of total war — Anything to destroy the enemy and achieve
victory.
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Royal Canadian Air Force

At the end of the1930s the RCAF was not considered a major military
force.

Like all of Canada's military atthe onset of W, itwas small and not
very well equipped

Withthe implementation of the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan
duringthe Second World War, the RCAF was significantly expanded to
become the fourth largestallied air force.

Duringthe war the RCAF was involved in operations in Great Britain,
northwest Europe, the north Atlantic, Egypt, Italy,Sicily, Malta, Ceylon,
India,Burma, and with home defence.
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British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan (BCATP)

* PM King hoped contribution would remain at
home

* December 1939: Canada agreed to host and
administer a tr: g plan where British
instructors would train pilots and other flight
personnel from all over the Commonwealth
Canada this was the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan known as the BCATP.
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BCATP (cont.)

Air fields were built on the
Prairies and in other locations
near small towns and villages

Old aircraft were refitted and
returned to service.

The BCATP trained over 130
000 pilots, navigators, flight
engineers, and ground staff

The total cost was over $2.2
billion

AlR F!]NEF
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Women in the War
-Before WWII started, few women in Canadaworked outside

the home. Private Lowry,

-In 1940, 876 000 women over 18 yearsof age were CWAC, tightening up

employed outside the home. the springs onthe
front of hervehicle

-8y 1943, 1000 000 women were in the paidworkforce and
another 800,000 doing farm work.
-Women built ships, airplanes, and weapons, knitted socks
and sweaters.
~The government provided incentives for women such astax
exemptions and childcare facilities.
These incentiveswould end after the war.
-Women were accepted into the armed servicesfor the first
time.

Eg. Radio operators, nurses, and ambulance drivers.

-At the end of the war, many women gave up their jobsto
returning soldiers.
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Propaganda and other Government programs at Home
“Government sponsored radioannouncements, magazine, newspaper
‘adds, and wall posters urged Canadians to spend wisely, participate in
salvage drives, grow victory gardens, or buy victory Bonds.

* -The National Film Board (NFB) created documentaries and short
information s showng the importance o Canadian civilans sspart
ofthe war efort.

* Introduced William Lyon Mackenzie King's Liberals in 1944, family

allowances were to be paid by monthly cheque directly to mothers of

children under 16 beginning in 1945.

Unlikesther natonl soci!securfy measuressuch as health and
unemployment insurance, hey 6 no foll under provincialjurisdiction

- Duringthe Second World War,many famliessuffered becausether wages
hadnot matched wartime inflation

* By introducingfamily allowances, the government improved both the
purchasing poweroffamilieswithchildren and hei sandard o ving

“The family allowance programgave many Canadian familis their first

experience of the bencfits of government policies designed o generate

socialprogress.
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Jewishrefugees

aboardine SS
St Louis lookout
throughthe
portholes ofthe
ship

No Protection For Jews

% Despite our fond belief that we have always been
an accepting country this was simply not always true.

% After Kristallnacht, some poli
immigration of some Jewish people. The immigration

minister refused saying “none is too many”.

<+ When the ocean liner “St. Louis” arrived with 900
Jewish refugees on board we refused them access to
Canada.

“#Think/Pair/Share: Do you think that Canada is
morally obligated to take in refugees if they face
death otherwise? What are the possible
ramifications of this policy?
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Mobilizing Canada’s Resources

* At the beginningof WWil
Canadas Army was very small
‘and ot well cquipped

— 4500 troops
— few dozen anti-tank guns
— 16 tanks

— no modern artillery

+ Canada’s A force and navy were
outdated
By September there were over 58
3B0volunteers or the armed

Waitform dady” B Columisa Regiment,
'DCO, marching i New Westminstr, 194





