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The Federal Gov’t Response

. was slow and small

The government
establishes the

Work Relief camps
ARoyal Commission is
Formed to address the
Problem of the Depression

legislation - but ruled invalid
by the courts.
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The Relief Camps

During the Great Depression there was no EI or welfare

The Goyernments solution was to send unemployed men
into the woods to work in Government camps

‘The men received very low pay

They were forced to do very hard Work: road
construction, etc.

‘The camps had poor living conditions and food
By 1932: 2,000 men are in camps

1935: 150,000 had worked on 200 projects in the relief
camps
1936: The Liberal Gov't closes the camps
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Legacy

Capitalism had failed
Distrust of Big Business (which had profited in the
Depression)
Beginning of the public demand for gov'tintervention
in the economy, for social programs
Canadian Institutions
 The Bank of Canada

« The cBC
+ The Canadian Wheat Board
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The Human and Social Impacts

1. Hunger (gophers became food)
2. Homelessness: Hundreds of thousands of
men ride the rails in search of work.

3. Ill health: physical and mental health problems
begin to gain ground

4. Despair: There are many suicides

Many of the affected are of the WWI generation,
this helps to lead to the “lost generation” concept
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The Politics of the Depression

1926-1930: Canada has a Liberal Gov't under King

Election 1930:

~ King states not “a five-cent piece” for relieffor any province
that elects  Conservative Gov't

The Conservatives win the 1930's election under RB.
Bennett. Bennett promises to end the Depression

He wins with 137 seats (Cons) to 91seats (Lib)
Bennett raises tariffs, but fails to revive trade

Bennett introduces marketing boards for farmers, and
labour legislation in 1935 (minimum wage, working
conditions)




