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On to Ottawa Trek

Regina was chosen because it was the location of RCMP
headquarters

Also Bennett was a Conservative and Regina was a Liberal
held riding. Bennett did not want to stop the trek in a
Conservative riding and potentially impact the popularity of a
Conservative MP

The trek was halted and the leaders were allowed to continue
on to Ottawa

Bennett was appalled by the trekkers and wanted them
stopped

Strikers in Ottawa remained peaceful for a few days.

Under the eyes of the RCMP they remain calm in Regina also.
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On to Ottawa Trek

On Dominion Day, July 1 1935,Rallies were heldin
Regina’s Market Square

Suddenly violence erupted

By midnight a policeman was dead and 80 people
were injured

Bennett later insisted that he had defeateda
communist revolution

This eventis known as the Regina Riot

Led to the Bennett government being defeated in
the fall of 1935
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Canadians grow angry
A Bennett buggy was aterm used by Canadians during the Great Depresion to
describea carwhich hadits engineand windowstaken out andwaspulledbya
horse.
The term wasnamedafter RB Bennet, the Prime Ministr of Canadafrom 1830 to
1935, who wasblamedfor the nation's poverty.
During theboomyearsof the 18205, many Canadians bought cars for the first
time, during the depression, they found they didnot have enaugh money to drive:
them. Especalytrueinthe PrairieProvinces.
Increased poverty played animportant role, asthe farmerscouldnat buy gasoline
The priceof gasalsoincreaszd.
‘Gas taxeswerealso oneof the best sources of revenuefor the provincia
governments Whenthese provinces went intodefict, they increasedthesetaxes,
making gasevennarder o buy.
Bennett seemedito have ltie understanding of what ordinary peopleweregaing
through asthe depresiondespened his name beme attached o alkindsof
‘expressionsused o describe, with bitter humous what lfewaslike Besides
Bennett Buggy therewasaiso:
"2 Bennett barmyard' - 2n abendonedfarm
"2 Bemnett blanket” - a nevspaper
“a Bemett coffee” - oastedwheat
“Eges Benedict” - roast chesnuts.
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Dust bowl

* Bennett's tariffs helped out Manufacturers but not farmers

+ The 1930’s brought economic and natural disaster to the
prairies

« The drought of 1929
continued and by 1931
the topsoil of Southern
Alberta and Saskatchewan
began to blow away in the
wind. This is worst in the
area known s Pallisar’s
Triangle a region that never
Should have been used as farm land.
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Dust bowl

Dust clouds were blown so far they could feel
the dust on the ships in the Atlantic Ocean

In 1932, a plague of grasshoppers devoured
every green living thing

The next year it was wheat rust and frost,
followed by drought and hail

Farmers often lived off a bag of flour and a
few vegetables to serve an entire family
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No Progress

In 1930, Canadians had voted for Bennett
because he had promised them a cure for the
depression

By 1932 four provinces were bankrupt
The liberals did not have the solution either

Canadians were looking for something new to
ease the suffering
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New Deal

Introduced in US by Franklin Roosevelt
Canadians were exposed to him via radio
Even Bennett was impressed

The New Deal of 1935 called for
unemployment insurance, minimum wage,
maximum hours, marketing boards to raise
farm prices and government intervention
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Election 1935

* The liberals won the election of 1935 easily
g Bennett and the conservatives
inability to lift Canada from the depression

* In 1938 King and the Liberals put the bank of
Canada under government control

* The economy was beginning to improve under
a new reciprocity agreement with the United
States
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Government Relief Camps

* The provinces could not cope with
unemployed workers

* Major General AGL McNaughton, head of the
Canadian Army came up with the idea of relief
camps. He is also responsible for inventing
Radar, which he sold to the government for

$1.

* He calculated that for $1 a day including 20
cents pay a man could be housed, fed and put
to work with simple tools
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