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The War On The Eastern Front

* The Eastern Front was just as difficult.

* The Russians were suffering devastating losses
against the Germans and when Turkey joined
Germany in December, it blocked Russia from her
supply of arms and equipment.

< Thisis what
happened to Russia
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The Russians

Russia managed to cross the eastern borders of Germany
earlier than the Germans expected, but were unable to defeat
the Germans.

They were more effective against the Austro-Hungarians in
, and the Germans were forced to begin a general
along the Easter Front in May of 1915.

In 1916 the Russians threatened the German capital of Berlin
and the Austro-Hungarian capital of Vienna. The Germans
were forced to move troops from Verdun to the Easter Front.

on the increasingly demoralized Russian army, until
withdrew from the war in 1917 under its Communist
Revolution.
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The Russians Continued

« The provisional government that replaced the Tsar was
destroyedinthe October Revolution.

« The Bolsheviks (communists) under Vladimir llyich
Lenin seized power in Russia (renamed the Soviet
Socialist Republic).

« Lennin immediately pulled Russia out of the war by
signing the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk ending German-
Russian hostility.
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Russia becomes the USSR

* Nov.1917: The Bolsheviks overthrow Tsar
Nicholas Il and his regime

* March 3, 1918: The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
* Russia withdraws from the war
« Consequences: Russia losses:
1. One quarterof its territory
2. One third of ifs population
3. One half of itsindustrial capacity
4. Germany deploys ifs froops to the West
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1915-1916

* The Eastern Front:
1. Major losses and gainsfor both sides

2. The Germansgraduallyconquer

Eastern Europe.

3. The Russians are badly led and equig‘ped
and grow increasingly disenchanted with their
leaders.

* The conditions faced by the Russian soldiers of
‘WWI will help to create the con ns
necessary for the Russian Revolutionto take
p[llace in 1917 effectively removing Russia from
the war.
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1917 — The U.S.: The Turning Point

Until 1918, neither side captures more than 10 kilometers of land inany.
single offensive.

The Germans sinkthe Lusitania in1815. This s an American luxury liner
‘andin 1917 the US will use the sinking of the Lusitania as 2 justification for
declaringwar against Germany.

The real reason the Americans enter the war was 3 1917 diplomatic
proposal from the German Empire for Mexico to join the Central Powers,
inthe event of the United States entering World War | on the side of the
Entente Powers.

‘The proposal was intercepted and decoded by British ntelligence
Revelation of the contents helped generate supportfor the United States
declaration of war on Germany.
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1917: The Turning Point

Feb: The German resume unrestricted submarinewarfare: the U-Boat
blockade of G 8. is highly successful

April 6 The USS. declares war on Germany
1.The submarine blockade is broken

2.US. war materials and soldiers pour into Europe.
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1918 the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

* March 1918: The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk is
signed

* apeace treaty between the new Bolshevik
(Communist) government of Russia now the
USSR and the Central Powers (Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey),

* This treaty officially ends Russia's participation
in World War 1.

* Russia’s exit is compensated for by the entry
of the USA in 1917.
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1918: The Last Hundred Days

‘The Hundred Days Offensive came atthe end of the First World War.
‘The Allies launched a series of attacks against the Central Powers on the.
Western Front

from August to November 1918,

‘The Hundred Days Offensive began with the Battle of Amiens.

‘The offensive essentially pushed the Germans out of France, forcing them
to retreat beyond the HindenburgLine, and was followed by the
declaration of armistice.

‘The term "Hundred Days Offensive" does not refer to one specific battle

or strategy, but a rapid series of Allied victories starting with the Batle of
Amiens.
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Canada’s Last Hundred Days

Canada's Hundred Days was a series of attacks made alongthe Western
Front by the Canadian Corps during the Hundred Days Offensive.

‘This period is sometimes called Canada's Hundred Days becauseof the.
rolethe Canadian Corps played in causing the defeat and/or retreat of the
German Army in  series of major battles from Amiens to Mons
Ultimately leadingto Germany's final defeat and surrender.
Duringthistime, the Canadian Corps foughtat Amiens, Arras, the
Hindenburg Line, the Canal duNord, Bourlon Wood, Cambrai, Denain,
Valenciennes and finally at Mons, onthe final day of the First World War.
Duringthose 96 days Canadian Corpsdivisionsof roughly 100000 men,
engaged and defeated or forced the retreat of all or parts of one quarter
of the German forces faced bythe Allied Powers fightingon the Western
Front.

‘Their successes came at a heavy cost, the Canadianssuffered 20%
casualties taken in battle during the same period.
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Canadians At War

Atthe start of WWI Canada had a population of 8
million people.

During WWI approximately 619,636 men and women, of
whom 66,655 were lostin battle served in Canada’s
armed forces.

Canada’s navy expanded from 2 ships to more than 100.

1600 Canadian pilots lost their lives and pilots like Billy
Bishop, Raymond Collishaw and W.G. Barker left a
record of bravery and honour for Canada.
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Questions To Respond To

. What was the Schlieffen Plan? What might

have happened if it worked?

Describe the significance of the Russians and
the Americans entering and leaving the war.

Give a 3-5 sentence summary for each of Ypres,
the Somme, Vimmy Ridge and Passchendale.
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The Conclusion

+ Sept. 1918: U.S. President Woodrow Wilson proposes
his “Fourteen Points” The main ideas behind these
points can be condensed to

1. Improve hrade, freedom of the seas, end
secret diplomacy, arms races, . . .

2. Tenitorial sefflements and national
boundaries accordingto ethnic identities

3. The League of Nations:

Collective Security instead of secret alliances

+ These points were not adopted.

+ Instead the far more punitive “Treaty of Versailles”
was used as the ferms of sumender for Germany.
(See End of the War notes for the ferms of the Treaty
of Versailles)
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The Canadians Honoured

+ Canada’s outstanding contribution to the War effort

allowed Canada a separate place at the peace table at
Versailles where the Paris Peace Conference was held.

+ Canada was granted a separate signature on the Treaty
of Versailles the treaty that officially ended WWI.

« Markinginternational recognition that Canada was no
longer simply an extension of Britain.
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WWI - Battles & Events, Russia the USA
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The Schlieffen Plan

The Schlieffen Plan called for a quick strike of annihilation against
France before turning all of the German forces on Russia.

In the first weeks of the war 8 German armies pushed through
Belgium and attacked France.

Their plan was to take France before troops from England could
join the ally forces.

By November the western front was locked in trench warfare
which would remain for the next 3 years.

Trench Warfare >
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The War Overseas The Western Front

* Both the Triple Alliance and The Triple Entente’s
war plans were based on gaining a quick victory.
This was not to be.

* The Schlieffen plan had failed. The western front
was locked in trench warfare

* The opposing forces dug trenches that ran from
Switzerland, through France and a comer of
Belgium, to the English Channel.

* These Trenches were re-enforced with barbed-
wire barricades

* The space between the trenches was called “No-
man's-land” it was this open area between the
trenches through which the men ran when they
were sent “over the top”.




