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The War Economy (cont’d)

‘The government organizes military production through:
‘sam Hughes minister of miliia. He was in charge of Canada's armament industry.
He created the Shell Committee

By 1917 about 1/3 of shells used by British forces were produced in Canada,

‘Sam Hughes was a very poor administrator.

Some of the shells had holes in them and exploded before being fired.

Hughes took advantage of his positionto give gov't contracts tofriends who were
Profiteers. In one case, soldiers were equipped with boots made of pressed
cardboard, thatfell apart inthe rain.

Sam Hughes was also responsible for the Ross Rifle, that tended to jam when fired
making it dangerous to use. Itbecame notorious for misfiring and being danger
tothe soldiersinthe field.

‘The Imperial Munitions Board: set up to stop profiteering(by 1917, war
production i the biggest Canadian business: 600 factories, 150,000 workers,
S2M/day)

The War Purchasing Board
The National Services Board
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Financing the War

ion by March 1919
> $1 million/dayin 1918

PublicDebt:  1911: $350 million
1918: $1,175 million

Financing:
1. Victory Bonds:
2. Income Tax:

B,
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Halifax Explosion

In 1917 the City of Halifax, Nova Scotia, was devastated by
a huge explosion when a French ship the Mont-Blanc,
loaded with explosives, accidentally collided with a
Norwegian the Imo, in Halifax Harbour.
Approximately 1,500 people were killed instantly,
Approximately 500 people died shortly after from wounds
caused by debris, fires, or collapsed buildings

Itis estimated that over 9,000 people were injured.

It was the largest man-made explosion until the first Atomic
Bomb test in 1945 and is still one of the world's largest non-
nuclear explosion to date.
The German's were blamed inaccurately for this explosion.

Halifax Explosion
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The War Measures Act

+ The War Measures Act gives the government the authorityto do
everything necessary for the “security defense, peace, order and welfare
of Canada”

* Under this act Cabinet does not have to submit s proposalsto parliament
forapproval

+ Thismeans that once the War Measures Act has been approved, an order
paper, created by cabinet, can be enforced without goingthrough the
lawmaking process inthe legislature.

+ This allows the government to intervene directly inthe economy of the.
country forthe firsttime.

* Gave the government the rightto strip ordinary citizens of their civil
ights. Mail could be censored and Habeas corpus was suspended.

+ The government also used the war measures actto limitthe freedom of
“enemy aliens” recent immigrants from the countries we were now atwar
with

‘TBS: What is your opinion of the War Measures Act? What are the possible.

‘benefits and drowbacks of such an act?
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Internment of “Enemy Aliens”

1914: 500,000 people in Canada are of
German, Austro-Hungarian or Ottoman
Empire origin

8,579 people (3,000 Canadian citizens) are put
in 26 camps

The work: clearing land, building roads

The pay: 25 cents a day
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The Role of WWI in Women'’s Suffrage

Women had local votes in some provinces, as in Ontario from 1850, where:
women owning property (fresholders and householders) could vote for
school trustees.

By 1900 other provinces had adopted some voting rights for women, and
in 1916 Manitoba  thanks to help from avid suffragettes and temperance
workers like Nellie McClung and the famous five] extended full women's.
suffrage in Provincialelections Suffragists gave strong supportto the.
Prohibition movement, especially in Ontario and the Western provinces,
‘and helped to bringit into Canada during WW1.

‘The Wartime Elections Act of 1917 gave the vote to British women who.
were war widows or had sons, husbands, fathers, or brothers serving
‘overseas. Unionist Prime Minister Sir Robert Borden pledged himself
duringthe 1917 campaignto equal suffrage for women.

After hisvictory, he introduced a bill in 1918 for extending the franchise
{vote) to women. This passed but did not apply to Québec.

‘The women of Québec gained full suffrage in 1940.

‘The firstwoman elected to Parliament was Agnes Macphail in Ontarioin
1921,
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Democracy?

Election: Nov. 25, 1917 (also called khaki election)

Sept. 1917: The Military Voters Act is passed
‘The vote is granted to all men and women inthe Canadian
Expeditionary Force. This actallows many of those inserviceto cast
their vote inany ridingin Canad.

Sept. 1917: The Wartime Elections Act is passed

‘The vote is granted to all wives, sisters, mothers and daughters of
soldiers

Outcome of the Election: The Union Gov't wins (under the
Conservative Party)

Think/Pair/Share: How might the introduction of this legislation be.
considered an attempt tointerfere in the democratic process? Why
do you think they called it the khaki election?
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Conscientious Objectors

Mennonites and other similar churches in Canadawere automatically
‘exempt from any type of service during World War |

Many were still imprisoned until the matter was again resettled.

the Canadian government barred entry of additionalMennonite and
Hutterite immigrants

During World War Il Canadian conscientious objectors were given the
‘options of noncombatant military service, serving inthe medical or dental
corps under military control or working in parks and on roads under
civilian supervision.

‘Over 95% chose the latter and were placed in Alternative Service camps
Men worked on road building, forestry andfirefighting projects. After May
1943, 3sthe Iabour shortage developed within the nation and another
Conscription Crisis burgeoned, men were shifted into agriculture,
education and industry.The 10,700 Canadian objectors were mostly
Mennonites (63%) and Dukhobors (20%).
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Conscription

The issue of conscription divides Canadians:
farmers, the Quebecois, British loyalists, families
of soldiers....

Jan. 1918: Conscriptionimposed
400,000 + affected
100,000 + drafted
24,000 + soldiers sent to France
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The Quebecois in WWI

‘The French Canadians did not see themselves obligedto serve the British
nwwi

‘The issue reached its peak when Canadian Prime Minister Robert Borden
introducedthe Canadian Military Service Act of 1917

Although some farmers and factory workers opposed the legislation, it
was in Quebec, where conscription was most hated.

Leading the campaign against conscription was Quebec nationalist Henri
Bourassa 2nd Sir Wilfrid Laurier who argued that the war pitted
Canadians againsteach other.

Inthe electionthat followed, Robert Borden was able to convince enough
English speakingLiberalstovote for his party.

Inthe Canadian Federal Election of 1917, the Union government won 153
seats, nearly all from English Canada. The Liberals won 82 seats.

‘The Union government won only 3 seats in Quebec.

Of the 120,000 conscripts raised inthe war, only 47,000 actually went
overseas Despite this, the rift between French and English-speaking
Canadians was indelible and would lastfor many vears to come.
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Women and WWI

WWI advanced the position of women through:
Their essential role in war production
Theirvolunteer work to support the troops

Theirservice inthe Royal Air Force andas nurses

This supported their demand for the vote, which was achieved
initially for some due to provisions in the Wartime Election
Act and the Military Voters Act.

‘Wormen were sometimes referred to as the “Kitchen Brigade”
‘during WWI for their contributions on the home frontinthe.
form of “victory gardens” the purchase of “victory bonds”
and early scrap, recycling and rationing programs.
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The People’s Response

* Responses to Canada’s involvement in the war varied.

* Those Canadian’s of British decent were enthusiastic, wk
the Francophone (native French speaking) and population and
the Maritime provinces were far less interested in Canat
involvement in a war overseas.

* Think/Pair/Share: Why would the Canadians and the
Maritime provinces be less interested in going to war in
Europe than those Canadian's of B
term impact might this have on Canadian unity?
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The War Measures Act

Passed in August 1914
« Consequences:
« 1. Censorship

2. Economiccontrol

3. Eli
I

(ex. a crime for males over 16 to be unemployed)

inating democraticrights and civil
erties

« 4. OverridingProvincial rights
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Meanwhile back home: The War
Measures Act Continued

‘The War Measures Act gives the government the authority to do everything
‘necessary for the “security defense, peace, order and welfare of Canada”
Under this act Cabinet does not have to submit its proposalsto parliament for
approval

‘This means that once the War Measures Act hasbeen approved, anorder
paper, created by cabinet, can be enforced without going through the.
Tawmaking process in the legisiature.

This allowsthe government to intervene directly inthe economy of the
country for the irst time

‘Gavethe governmentthe right to strip ordinarycitizensof their civilrights.
Mail could be censored and Habeas corpus was suspended.

‘The government alsoused the war measuresaact o limit the freedom of
“enemy aliens” recent immigrantsfrom the countries we were now at war.
with

Think/Pair/Share: What isyour opinion of the War Measures Act? What are.
the potential benefits and drawbacks ofsucha “safety measure?”




image4.png
The Government

During WWI, the Federal government
dramatically increased its intervention in the
Canadian economy and society

The governmentin:
1916: introduces the War Profit Tax

1917: introduces personalincome tax (as a
“temporary” measure until the war was paid off)

1917: nationalizes half of the railroads
1918: increased the civil service to 40,000





